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o you live in the Pickens County?

Yole

Have you swam in Iwelve Mile River or Lake Hartwell?
s

O Do you eat the (ish from Twelve Mile River or Lake Hartwell?

ok Does Fasley-Central Water District supply your tap water?

Feleielele llave you ever worked at Sangamo Weston (Sangano Electric) Company?

YodeeSe Have you had any of the qwanunq ]1sLed below nmore than one time
or for longer than two weeks?

" Cancer (all tvpes) .
Skin Sores or Rashes
Kidney Infect:ion
Rladder Infection
Liver Damage or Dysfunction
Gastric Problems
Five Tnfection
Headaches
Cysts or Hard Knots in groin area or under arms
Tumors '
Female Infection
Still Born Babies
Babies with Birth Defects
Miscarriapes
(hildren With Learning Disabilities
Joint Pains
lhexplained Fevers
Cmistant Infections
~Comntant Colds or Flu GympLun-;
Hausen
Dinrchea

I you have answered "YES" to any of the above, you may be a vic-
tim of PCB poisouing,.

C.A.T.S. (Citizens ApalnsL Toxic Substances) is a non-profit group
orpanized Lo he]p provide people in the Pickens County area with informa-
tion regarding PCBs, PCB exposure, medical probléms associated with PCB
poisouing, and the clean—up of contaninated enviroument.

Please read the following papes for a summry of information on
these matters. Details are also provided on how you can join C,A.T.S, and
ke Pickens County a safe place to live.




LL. WHAT ARE PCBS?
PCBs are not one chemical, but a family of similar covpounds
that ave mmufactured. PCBs have fifteen Limes the density of waler,

PCBs are colorless, odorless, and [ire resistant. PCBS are extremely

stable chemically, and break dan only at extremely high temperatures,
PCBs were nade from approximately 1922 unLll 1977. They had

a wide range of use. Today, they are used in closed electrical systems

only. Before 1970, PCBs were used as dye carriers in carbonless carbon

paper, plasticizers in paint, rubber and plastic products, adhesives,

coating compounds, anong other things.

LLL. MEDLCAL PROBUIMS ASSOCIATED WIIH PCBS,

The ]ntenﬁtional Agency for Research on cancer has said that
PCBs are carcinogenic (cancer causing in lmmans). The other problems
that have been related to PCB - exposure include liver damage, kidney
d;nmge,. thyroid gland dysfunction, and disruption of enzyme function.
Various biochemcial abnormalities resulting {rom PCB exposure have béen
"found in metabolic, neurologlec, muscular, and sensory systems.

Hunan exposure to PCBs hias caused a variety of dJocumented
effects. Chloracne, a painful skin disease, is typicall'y associéted with
PCBs. Other effects include demmatitis, rashes and sores, discharge from
the eyes, .sweLl'mg of the upper eyelid, terworary loss of sight and hearing,
excessive pignentation (dark spots) of skin, nails, and rucous membranes,
skin lesions, fatigue (tired feeling), swelling and pain in joints, and
a \)ariety of birth defects in children born to exposed nothers. "Several
deaths have been attributed to PCB exposure, with notable symptams of

liver damape and jaundice.




PCBg tend to accumulate in body fat, especially mothers'
milk. Huanan milk has wuiversally been found to be loaded with FPCBs.
If it were for sale, PCBs would be BAMNED, One study in Michigan
found most mothers to have PCB concentrations of 1 to 2 pom (parts
per million) with sume concentrétions running uwp to 5.1 ppm in their
milk, Bab‘ies are especially susceptible to the toxic effects of
FCBs. Yet, the average baby would get a body bﬁrden of nearly 1 ppm
in 9 months of nursiﬁg. It has been found tha PCBs are transmitted
through the placenta and absorbed by the fetus, on sane occasions at
higher .C(W]Celltl,'?ll.'i()l'lﬁ than in the mother's body.

Also, PCBs have been found to concentrate in the brains of

babies. 1In Japan, children born to PCB exposed mothers were neuro-
logically and developmentally 1'_mpaired. (damaged), up to nine years
after the PCB poisoning.

PCBs are extremely stable chanicals. They a're not bréken
down by any natural processes. They take from 300 to 500 years for
their chemical structure to collapse. Dnce released into the environ-
ment, they tend to accumulate in the tissues of living orpganisms.(humans,
fish, plant Li_fe). by processes known as bioaccumulation and biomagnifica-
tion. PCBs are more soluble in fat and organic matter than in water .
So, once they enter into an organism (person, f{ish, etc.)ﬂu‘ough food or
water, they tend to remain in the fat tissue for LIFE, causing all sorts
of dmage. _
Iv.  PCBS 1N PICKENS QOUNIY AREA. _

In the mid 1950's, an electrical plant Q_as built in Pickens,
South (‘,nfolin_a. Its name was Sangamo Electric Campany. Soon after it

began Lo operate, Sangmmwo Electric began to dump PCBs into Town Creek,
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This wis accomplished by allowing atl. wastes {ran the plant to flow
through 'a concrete drdinnge ditch straight into the Creek. In later
vears, the wastes were routed through a waste treatiment pond, then
inté the Creek. Thls.procesé is still being used. Town Creek flows
into ‘lwelve Mile River and Twelve Mile River joins Keuwee River in
Clemson to form the Seneca River, which is a tributary of the Savanﬁah
River. All of these_rivers_form Lake Hartwell.
A former D.H.E,C. official estimates that in a 16 year period,
from 1960 to 1976, .Sangamo Electric (now called Sangamp Vleston) was
dimping at least 2 tons of PCB waste per month into Town Creek, and
possibly wuch more.
.Gnngunm also duiped these toxic chanicals into the Easley Landfill,
asley, South Carolina; Central Landfill, Central, South Carolina;
Trotters Dump and Midway Landfill, Pickens, South Carolina; Nix Dumv
on Glassy Mountain, South Carolina; on the land under the Pickens County
Flea Market on the Walhalla Higlway, Pickens, South Carolina; in a two
acre meadow near :Six'Mile Creek, Six Mile, South Carolina; Brezeale
Landfill four miles west of Pickens near Wolf Creek; Welbomm property
landfill o Tumer Poad, Pickens, South Carolina: Crossroads Clurch property
LandCill, Pacusville, South Cardlina; and on-site at the Sangamo plant.
'There may be more duips that haven't beeq discovered yet. Privately.
ownied trash trucks hauled and dumped Sangamo's toxic wastes (PCBs) all over
Pickens County. DPossibly in a pully near vour home. If you know'af a dum
near you or your conmunity, it could have PCBs in it. If it is-not listed
above, call George rﬂlan, at the D.N.E.C. office in Greenville today, (242-
| 6160), and have the dump checked --at 1o cost-- for the safety of your

fanily and friends.
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V. PCBS IN PLCKENS COUNTY WATER AND FISH

lp 1960, Lhe Enslcy—CnnLrnL Water District was fonued, and they
built a pup station on Twelve Mile River at Cateechee, just above the
bridge on Higlway 1377 PCBs have shown up as higﬁ as 17ppm in the f{inished
drinking water, and higher in the raw water. The E,P.A. standard for
dinding water is substantially less than 17ppm. |

his water is sold to 3500 homes in the Cateechee--Norris--
Central-- East Clemson--and-Whispering Pines area. 1f you pay your bill
Lot the EnsLey—Centrgl Water District at HNorris, South Carolina, you are
probably receiving your water out of the Twelve Mile River. In 1984, the
tests ou Lhis water still showed 0.05 ppb (parts per billion). ‘Ihis is

higher than what the E.P.A. considers a "CANCER CAUSING RISK JFOR A _LIFT-
| T The E.P.A.'s figure is .0032 ppb. 1he level of 0.05 ppb could be
hipher during rain falls because of léetchjng from three creeks that have
dimps nenr them containing FPCBs. | |

The City of Pickens water plant has shown high amounts of
PCBs in their raw and finished water, so Six Mile and Pickens, South
Carolina may be driuking PCB contanipnted water also.

lhere are severnL.“HﬂT SPOTS™ on TwoLve-Mile River. The one we
know about is at Maw Bridpe on Lhe liglway belween Central and Six Mile.
Tests of sediment there show 35 pyan to 70 ppm.  E.P,A. calls for removing
or burning any material that contains Gnre than 50 ppm of PCBs.

Anyoune eating fish out of the water is in danger. 1f you catch a
fish that has 200ppm in its edible tis<ue, and you eat this fish, then you
will have 200ppm of PCBs in your body for the rest of your life. PCBs are
not eliminated by any natural budy process. lMost scientists agree that one
(1) part per trillion of PCBs can give you a full blowm cancer. (part per

- y
trillion is less than billion or million -~ part per million is the highest

level) .
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Where is all this toxic waste (possibly estimated 720 108S of
PCBs in 30 years) going? Straight into Hartwell Lake and the Savannah River,
then the ocean. At first, PCBs were only found in the amm of the lake where
Twelve Mile joins Keuvfee River.. In 1983, a test made by DIEC at a bouy 200
yards from the Hartwell Dam showed 953ppb in the sediment. It has been
found at Lake Russell and the Savannah River and Clark Hill Dam.

Fish tested in Lake Hartwell and Twelve Mile River have shown levels
fran 1ppm to 350 pom.  The acceptable level for: fish set by the EPA is 2ppm.
Hunans can be exposéd to P@s by eating poisoned fish, swimming in polluted
water, using sand laced with PCBs, eating plant life (poke salad), nuts,
berries that grow in or néﬁr the river. Any tvpe of animals hunted and eaten
could be poisoned 1if they drink from the river. Frog legs and turtles can be
poisoned too.

.PCBs have been found in the ground water and the air in Pickens, S. C.

So, no matter what ANYONE tells you, PCBs are in Pickens County, Twelve Mile

River, and Lake llartwell to STAY, until their chemical structure breaks dovm --

which takes 500 years. These chemicals are TOXIC to Tumans .

Vi. WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I THINK I HA‘JE BEEN EXPOSED 10 PCBS?

Lf you think your family or you have been exposed to PCBs and you
my have a health probiem, or if you have any information concerning PCB con-
Lamination in your arén, please coutact our Senators, Representatives, and
MIEC officials, and ask, NO, DEMAND, that your cormLmity be tested by IMEC
to see to what extent vou have been exposed, Do this ... not just for your-
self, but for your children and grandchildren, Irrrporta,mt addresses and
telephone numbers are listed below:

Congressman Butlet Derrick

Box 4126

MAderson, South Carolina 29622
Teleplione: (803) 224-7401

Georse Milan and Dr. Ron Pnlett

Department of ilealth amd Enviréimental Control
~ Greenville, South Carolina

Telephone: (803) 242-6160
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Senator Emest Hollings

U. S. Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510
Telephone: (202) 224-6121
Senator Strom Thurmond

U. S. Senate Office Building
Washington, -D. C. 20510
Telephone:  (202) 224-5972

Senator Nell Smith

District One, Box 68

Easley, South Carolina 29640
Telephone: (803) 859-0814 or 859-9305

VII. WHAT IS C.A.T.S. AND HOW CAN I JOIN?

C.A.T.S. (Citizens Against Toxic Substances) is a non-profit
organization made up of Pickens County residents. The purpose of C,A.T.S, is
to inform others about the dangers asséciated with PCB exposure. C,A.T.S. is
also working to clean-up Pickens County.

C.A.T.S, has an office, which is located at 21 Main Street, Cateechee,

South Carolina. C.A.T.S. members hold meetings there every first Sundav of

each month at 2:30 p.m. The office is also open every TUesdéy and Thursdayv,

2:00 - 4:00 p.m., during which time you can read the @y articles C.A.T.S.
has in its library regarding PCB exposure.

1f you are interested in joining C.A.T.S., simply fill out the
| application form attached to this booklet and mail it to C.A.T.S., 21 Main
Street, Cateechee, South Carolina 29630, or,-stop by the office during office
hours, or give us a telephone call at (803) 639-4523.

There are no membership fees to join C.A.T.S. because C.A.T.S. is
a non-profit organization. |

Help us make Pickens County a Qggéﬁ_and SAFE place to liQe, once

again., contact our state representative, Larry Martin, at the
address below and tell him you are concerned about this problem
and that you want our elected officials to take this serious
matter into their hands and help us solve the problem. _
Larry Martin, Route 5 Box 545, Lasley, S.C. 29640,
Business phone no: 859-9951 Home phone no: 859-9951




PChs ARE MAN-MADE QUEMICALS 'THAT ARE PRESENT IN THE PICKENS AREA

* PCBs are in Twelve Mile Creck
* PCBs are in lLake Hartwell

* PCBs are in the Easley Central Water District lines
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PCBs ARE HARMFUL TO PEOPLE AND TNE ENVIROMMINT

PLEASE HELP US STOP THIS POLLULTON, ... ... ..... ...:. JOTN C.A.T.S. TODAY 111}

C.AT.S.
21 Main Street
“Cateechee, S.C.
803-639-4523
Office Hours:
Tuesdays & 'Thursdays: 2-4p.m.

Meetings:
First Sunday, Every Month: 2:30p.m,

YES...1T WOULD LIKE 10 BECOME INVOLVED IN YOUR GROUP.
PLEASE ADD IMY NAME 10 YOUR MATLING LIST.

YES. .. T WILL ATTEND C.A.T.S. MECTINGS WIENEVER POSSIBIE.

RIARIDS

ADDRESS :

TETEPHONE NO:

AGLE:

PLEASE ADD THE NAME OF MY FRIEND 10 YOUR MAILING LIST.
NALT - |

ADDRESS:

“TETEPHONE NO - : .

C.A.T.S. 1S A NOM-PROFLT ORGAMIZATION. . TUERE AR MO MEMBERSHIP FEES.
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JOIN C.AT.S. NOW! !

CUTIZFNS ACGAINST 'TOXTC SUBSTANCES




